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On behalf of the staff of 
St. Matthew’s,  

we would like to take 
this opportunity in 
wishing you every 

blessing at Christmas 
and a  

Happy New Year. 
  

We would also like to 
thank you for  the 

appreciation you have 
shown staff through the 
giving of gifts and cards. 

  

Mr C. B. Cole 
Executive Headteacher  

Miss C. A. Richardson  
Head of School 

Mr D. Davies 
Deputy Head of School

SPECIAL EDITION OF 
FRIDAY NEWS 
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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
Our	faith	underpins	all	that	we	do	and	say	in	school	and	the	values	we	have	
chosen	this	year	are	never	more	important	than	at	Christmas	time.	

Acceptance:	As	a	school,	we	honour	and	respect	all	 the	religious	holidays	
throughout	 the	 year,	 accepting	 that	 our	 families	 and	 backgrounds	 are	
different	but	everyone	 is	 special	and	part	of	 the	St	Matthew’s	 family.	For	
Christians,	Christmas	day	is	special,	a	time	to	celebrate	the	birth	of	Jesus,	
Prince	of	Peace.	

Peace:	 Every	 day	we	 read	 about	 anger	 and	 bloodshed	 across	 the	world.	
The	angels	in	the	bible	declared,	"Glory	to	God	in	the	highest,	and	on	earth	
peace,	 goodwill	 toward	 men!”	 .	 Peace	 doesn’t	 just	 mean	 an	 absence	 of	
wars	or	fighting.	 It	means	that	we	all	have	 joy	and	a	stillness	which	Jesus	
can	bring	into	our	hearts.	

Kindness:	Christmas	 is	 a	 time	 to	 feel	gratitude	 for	what	we	have	and	we	
are	 grateful	 for	 the	 generosity	 of	 our	 families	 who	 have	 donated	 such	
lovely	items	for	each	class’s	charity	Christmas	hampers.		

Positivity:	 It	 is	 easy	 to	 become	 negative	 in	 our	 way	 of	 thinking	 in	 the	
festive	season.	You	may	have	too	many	presents	to	buy	or	too	little	time	to	
do	 the	 shopping.	We	must	 remember	 how	 lucky	we	 are	 to	 have	 families	
and	friends	to	share	this	time	with,	so	let	us	all	celebrate	and	enjoy	all	that	
it	brings	us.	

Responsibility:	The	 school	has	a	 responsibility	 to	 share	and	give	 to	 those	
around	 us.	 The	 choir	 and	We	Act	 Club	 have	 been	 carrying	 out	 Christmas	
events	 this	 week,	 and	 we	 hope	 that	 their	 presence	 has	 helped	 to	 bring	
some	joy	into	the	lives	of	those	in	our	community.	

Support:	Who	would	you	turn	to	 if	you	needed	something?	Christmas	can	
be	the	most	wonderful	@me	but	it	can	also	be	a	difficult	@me	for	those	who	
are	grieving	or	lonely.	Jesus	tells	us	to	love	our	neighbour.		

Curiosity:	 In	 the	 Early	 Years	 na@vity,	 we	 heard	 the	 story	 of	 Morris	 the	
donkey	who	was	 curious	 about	why	 there	was	 a	 baby	 in	 his	manger.	We		
always	 encourage	 the	 children	 to	 be	 curious	 about	 other	 faiths,	 and	 to	
celebrate	differences.		

Gala@ans	6:2	Bear	one	another's	burdens,	and	so	fulfil	the	law	of	Christ. 
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THE HOITY-TOITY ANGEL!

Key	 Stage	 One	 performed	 a	 delightful	 version	 of	 the	
traditional	Nativity	Story.		

There	 was	 once	 three	 very	 beautiful	 angels.	 Their	 hair	 gleamed,	
their	wings	sparkled	and	their	dresses	were	whiter	than	white.	They	
were	 the	most	elegant	angels	 that	you	could	ever	have	wished	to	
see.	But,	unfortunately,	they	were	very,	very	proud.				

They	 would	 look	 disdainfully	 at	 all	 the	 other	 angels	 and	 say	
unpleasantly,	 ‘You	 look	dreadful!	Your	wings	are	crooked	and	your	
dresses	are	torn!	Your	faces	are	filthy	and	your	hair	is	a	mess!	I	really	
can’t	be	seen	with	you!’	

We	followed	the	story	as	God	sent	his	special	messenger	Gabriel	to	
give	 a	 young	 girl	 called	 Mary	 an	 important	 message.	 Mary	 was	
amazed	 to	 hear	 she	 was	 going	 to	 have	 a	 very	 special	 baby	 who	
would	be	God’s	son	called	Jesus.	

Key	 Stage	One	 sang	 beautifully	 as	 they	 took	 the	 audience	 on	 a	
special	journey.	We	met	the	shepherds	who	were	not	at	all	the	sort	
of	people	the	Hoity-Toity	angels	felt	they	should	be	singing	to.	‘We	
can’t	 possibly	 be	 seen	 with	 those	 scruffy	 shepherds’	 they	
exclaimed.	 However	 they	 wanted	 to	meet	 the	 new	 baby	 king	 so	
they	reluctantly	sang	with	the	other	angels.	

The	Hoity-Toity	angels	 looked	on	the	three	Wise	Men	approvingly	
particularly	 when	 they	 saw	 the	 gifts	 they	 were	 carrying	 (Gold,	
Frankincense	 and	Myrrh).	They	were	 very	 happy	 to	 sing	 to	 these	
travellers	and	didn’t	make	a	fuss	at	all.		

Finally	the	Hoity-Toity	angels	arrived	at	the	stable.	They	were	 less	
than	 impressed	 and	 thought	 they	 were	 in	 the	 wrong	 place.	
However	 after	 realising	 they	were	 in	 the	 right	 place	 and	meeting	
Jesus	they	finally	understood	that	‘looks	don’t	matter	one	little	bit.	
It’s	what	you’re	like	inside	the	counts’.		

Overall	Key	Stage	One	performed	brilliantly!	The	acting	was	great	
and	everyone	heard	every	word,	 the	singing	was	 loud	and	tuneful	
and	 the	 costumes	 were	 amazing.	 The	 children	 certainly	 were	
enthusiastic	 and	 enjoyed	 putting	 on	 this	 fabulous	 production	 of	
‘The	Hoity-Toity	Angel!’
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Key Stage Two’s Christmas 

 		
KS2	took	part	in	their	very	own	dazzling	Christmas	Nativity	with	
an	additional	‘X-tra	Factor’.	They	took	a	step	back	through	time	
to	Jesus’	birth	and	all	of	 the	exciting	events	 leading	up	 to	one	
very	special	night	in	Bethlehem.		

This	 all-singing,	 all-dancing	 production	 weaved	 the	
extraordinary	 story	 of	 Jesus’	 birth	 with	 a	modern	 day	 singing	
competition.	 All	 of	 this	 was	 combined	 with	 some	 traditional	
carols	and	some	fantastic	dance	routines.	

The	performance	was	a	resounding	success.	The	children	did	an	
amazing	job	of	memorising	their	parts	and	learning	the	lyrics	to	
the	multiple	 traditional	 carols,	which	 they	 sang	with	great	 joy	
and	enthusiasm.	

We	would	like	to	thank	the	many	parents/	guardians,	who	came	
along	 to	 support	 this	 event	 and	who	 enjoyed	 the	 fantastically	
uplifting	performance.	The	staff	would	also	 like	 to	pass	on	our	
thanks	 to	 the	 children	 in	 KS2	 for	 their	 time,	 patience	 and	 for	
reminding	people	of	the	true	meaning	of	Christmas.	
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   Away in a Manger! 
Foundation	Stage	celebrate	the	birth	of	Jesus	

The	 children	 in	 Nursery	 and	 Reception	 were	 so	
enthusiastic	 when	 learning	 songs	 for	 their	 Nativity,	
choosing	 their	 parts,	 and	 trying	 on	 costumes.	 The	
children	and	parents	were	also	excited	to	find	out	that	
their	 Nativity	 would	 take	 place	 in	 our	 very	 own	
Bethlehem,	with	a	stable	full	of	animals!	I	am	sure	you	
will	 all	 agree	 that	 the	 children	 did	 a	 fantastic	 job	 of	
acting	out	Away	in	a	Manger	to	such	a	large	audience.		

The	story	was	all	about	a	Mule	called	Maurice	who	was	
not	 happy!	All	 he	wanted	 to	 do	was	munch	 away	 on	
some	fresh	hay	and	settle	down	for	a	peaceful	night’s	
sleep,	but	 then	he	 found	a	hen,	and	 then	a	mouse	 in	
his	 manger!	 And	 Maurice	 doesn’t	 like	 sharing	 his	
manger	with	anyone!	

Chasing	 them	 all	 away,	 Maurice	 tried	 to	 settle	 back	
down	 to	 sleep	 when	 suddenly	 there	 was	 yet	 more	
commotion.	Why	was	there	a	baby	in	his	manger?	And	
why	had	shepherds	and	kings	come	all	this	way	to	see	
Him?	 The	 children	 in	 the	 Nursery	 and	 Reception	
classes	 had	 great	 fun	 as	 they	 tried	 to	 puzzle	 out	
exactly	what	was	going	on	in	Maurice’s	busy	stable!	

What	 an	 amazing	 EYFS	Christmas	 production!	A	 big	
thank	you	to	all	of	the	students	for	their	hard	work	and	
dedication	to	 learn	all	of	the	songs,	actions,	 lines	and	
stage	directions!	Also,	another	huge	thank	you	to	all	of	
the	parents,	grandparents,	 and	 local	 community	who	
came	along	to	support	the	children	this	year. 
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Christmas Wishes 
In	 the	countdown	 to	Christmas	 the	 true	meaning	of	 this	 special	
time	can	easily	get	lost	with	thoughts	of	presents,	toys	and	food.	
The	children	have	been	thinking	carefully	about	what	they	would	
like	for	Christmas	and	hopefully	you	saw	their	beautiful	messages	
that	decorated	the	Christmas	tree	 in	our	school	entrance.	There	
were	many	 examples	 of	 children	praying	 to	God,	 asking	him	 to	
help	the	less	fortunate	at	Christmas.		

Nursery Crib Service 
The	 Nursery	 classes	 have	 been	 enjoying	 lots	 of	 exciting	
Christmas	 activities	 over	 the	 last	 couple	 of	 weeks	 and	 on	
Monday	they	helped	Reverend	Richard	to	re-tell	the	Christmas	
story	 and	 place	 the	 Bible	 figures	 in	 the	 stable.	 	The	 children	
developed	their	knowledge	of	the	events	of	the	first	Christmas	
and	 the	 importance	of	 this	 very	 special	 time!	 	We	know	 that	
they	are	very	excited	about	this	wonderful	Christian	festival!	

Delicious Christmas Dinner! 

St.	Matthew’s	 certainly	 have	 tried	 to	 enjoy	 this	 festive	 season	 and	
the	last	2	weeks	have	been	no	exception.		With	Christmas	parties	and	
swimming	 last	 week,	 the	 whole	 school	 sat	 down	 to	 enjoy	 their	
Christmas	dinner	together	on	Tuesday	19th	December.		To	the	sound	
of	 the	 children	 singing	 along	 to	 Christmas	 music,	 the	 staff	 turned	
into	waiters	 and	waitresses	 and	 served	 the	all	 the	pupils	with	 their	
delicious	dinner.		
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Spreading the Christmas message in the 
Community 

We	love	spreading	Christmas	joy	at	St	Matthew’s,	reminding	others	of	the	
true	 meaning	 of	 Christmas	 and	 being	 good	 neighbours	 to	 those	 in	 our	
community.	We	have	certainly	done	that	this	year,	helping	the	children	to	
think	of	 those	 less	 fortunate	 than	ourselves	both	 in	our	 community,	 and	
across	the	world.			

Beginning	 all	 the	way	 back	 in	November,	 the	 children	 lovingly	 prepared	
and	 wrapped	 shoe	 boxes	 for	 children	 across	 the	 world	 who	 wouldn't	
otherwise	 receive	Christmas	 presents.	
They	also	donated	their	shoes	to	help	

those	 in	Kenya	who	walk	miles	every	day	to	get	to	school.	 In	December,	
the	 choir	 sang	 Christmas	 carols	 to	 the	 Carers	 Association	 at	 their	
Christmas	party,	whilst	the	We	Act	club	played	board	games	with	elderly	
people	 at	 the	Drayton	Village	Care	Centre,	 as	well	 as	 singing	Christmas	
songs	 with	 them.	 Finally,	 the	 children	 packed	 and	 decorated	 beautiful	
hampers,	which	were	filled	with	wonderful	Christmas	treats	and	donated	
to	people	in	need	in	our	community.		

Pavilions Carol 
Concert 

This	year	we	were	delighted	to	not	only	be	invited	
to	sing	at	the	Pavilions	Carol	Concert	but	also	re-tell	
part	of	the	Nativity	story	on	stage.	Following	weeks	
of	 rehearsals	 20	 children	 sang	 with	 three	 other	
schools	 in	 front	 of	 their	 parents	 and	 evening	
shoppers.	The	children	particularly	enjoyed	listening	
to	Paul	Willmott,	a	ventriloquist	and	puppeteer	who	
talked	about	the	importance	of	hope.	

Carols on the High 
Street 

We	 love	 to	 share	 Christmas	 joy	 with	 our	
community,	so	once	again	we	ventured	 into	the	
cold	 to	 sing	 cheerful	 Christmas	 carols	 on	 the	
High	Street!	It	was	lovely	to	see	so	many	parents	
and	 friends	 of	 St	Matthew’s	 joining	 in	 with	 our	
songs,	and	the	children	really	enjoyed	spreading	
Christmas	cheer!



Christmas 2017 20th December 2017

�7

Christmas Hampers 
The	 children	 have	 been	 busy	 creating	 beautiful,	
decorative	hampers	for	families	in	our	community	who	
struggle	 at	 Christmas.	 Thank	 you	 to	 everyone	 who	
provided	items	for	the	hampers.	Well	done	to	4CP	and	
1TH	for	creating	the	winning	hampers!

Operation Christmas 
Child 

At	Christmas	we	often	get	caught	up	in	all	of	the	presents	
and	wrapping,	so	it	was	lovely	to	take	a	moment	to	think	of	

others	before	the	chaos	of	Christmas	began.	Lots	of	St	
Matthew’s	families	kindly	donated	gifts,	toys	and	useful	
items	packed	beautifully	in	shoes	boxes	that	had	been	

wrapped	in	Christmas	paper.	How	lovely	at	this	special	time	
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Our End of Term Awards 
At	the	end	of	 term,	we	always	present	 lots	of	certificates	and	awards	 for	a	 range	of	different	achievements	
across	the	curriculum.	 	These	are	 in	addition	to	our	weekly	merit	and	attendance	awards.	Here	 is	our	 list	of	
award	recipients:		

Merit	Awards	
RMM	 	 Marianne	F																		 	 RKT	 	 Rylee	B		
1TH	 	 Julia	T		 	 	 	 1RD	 	 Jadon	A		
2RH	 	 Rhiadharni	M			 	 	 2RF	 	 Thais	L			
3NM	 	 Lalith	S			 		 	 3EC	 	 Natasza	K		
4CP	 	 Jacob	Y			 	 	 4SB	 	 Daniel	Z	
5JP	 	 Amber	Z	 		 	 	5MN	 	 Marijus	B	
6ES	 	 Nagasaithavanesh	N		 	 6LB	 	 Lily-May	M	 	

Writing	Awards	-	for	fantastic	improvements	in	Writing:	
Foundation	Stage	 	 Keira	H	in	RMM	
Key	Stage	One	 	 	 Georgi	D	in	2RH				
Key	Stage	Two	 	 	 Andre	P	in	6ES	

Gray	Award	 	 	 Harvey	S-	for	fantastic	progress	in	Mathematics	
Percy	Award	 	 	 Krill	S-	superb	progress	during	his	first	term	in	RMM	

House	Points	-	pupils	with	the	most	house	points	this	term:	

RMM	 	 Diaz	C																			 	 	 RKT	 																Thomas	R	
1TH	 	 Samar	B	 	 	 1RD	 	 Kamile	R	
2RH	 	 Diego	C		 	 	 2RF	 	 Jake	D	 	
3NM	 	 Maliki	HF	 	 	 3EC	 	 David	G	
4CP	 	 Kyle	T	 	 	 	 4SB	 	 Destiny	A	
5JP	 	 Casey	O	 	 	 5MN	 	 Andreea	G	
6ES	 	 Shana	C	 	 	 6LB	 	 Lily-May	M	

The	winning	house	for	this	term	was	St	Teresa	-	well	done	to	all	pupils	in	this	house!	

168	children	received	their	Bronze	Attendance	Awards	for	being	in	school	every	day	this	term.	

Reminder 

School	 restarts	 on	 Thursday	
4th		January	2018	at	8:45am.	


